
MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

December 2021/January 2022

CHAPTER AND VERSE

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who[a] have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28). This 
verse came to mind every time I thought of Father Walter Jenne, our remarkable, 
humble, 2021 Person of the Year. So often, the Holy Spirit fills us with exactly the 
words that should be said, but we don’t always know how or why. In this instance, 
it wasn’t until Father Jenne, a man of very few words, stood at the podium and 
said, “Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you. I’m not sure how it happens, but it 
does!” There it was – validation that the Holy Spirit inspired me with the perfect 
words to describe Father Jenne. Everything done on his behalf is for good, because of his love for God, 
who is guiding him according to His purpose. 

The Starlight Soirée was our first in-person Soirée since the onset of COVID-19. It marked the 70th 
anniversary of our annual fundraising gala and the 105th anniversary of the Cleveland Chapter of the 
Christ Child Society. The sell-out crowd truly enjoyed a magical evening. I want to thank everyone who in 
some way participated in this event – the leadership team, the volunteers, the donors, the attendees.  All 
proceeds from the Soirée go toward funding everything we do for children in need.  Thank you for your 
part in Challenging Childhood Poverty in Greater Cleveland.

As we enter the joyful Christmas season, I am reminded of how blessed I am to be a member of the Christ 
Child Society of Cleveland. To be a part of this vibrant organization of almost 400 volunteers who give 
so much to assist children in need is truly humbling. Thank you for all you do to help our organization 
succeed…for the good of God’s purpose. 

Blessings,
Mary Herrick



*Contact information can be found in our Chapter roster.

CCS CLE NEWS!

Dates You Need To Know 

NOW!
December 2 Provisional Christmas Party
 Mary Queen of Peace School 
 at time 9:00 a.m.

December 5 Christmas Book Sunday
 Location and Time TBD

January 10, 2022 Deadline for submissions for the 
 February/March Chapter and 
 Verse to Cathy Harbinak 

January 12 Executive Committee
 via Zoom at 8:30 a.m.

February 2 Provisional Review
 CCS Office at 10 a.m.

February 9 Executive Committee
 Via Zoom at 8:30 a.m.

February 16 Board Meeting
 Location TBD at 9:30 a.m.

February 16 General Business Meeting
 Location TBD at 11 a.m. 

March 9 Provisional Informational Coffee
 CCS Office at TBD

March 16 Executive Committee
 Via Zoom at 8:30 a.m.

March 23 Installation Mass/
 Legacy Luncheon
 Cathedral of St. John at 10 a.m. 
 immediately followed by brunch 
 at the Cleveland Metropolitan 
 Conference Center

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
December 2021 / January 2022

Layette Packing
First Monday, 10:00-12:30 
December 6, January TBD via email
Contact:  Carla Calevich

Independence Sewing Group
The Independence sewing group has started meeting 
to sew. The next sewing dates are December 7 and 8.   
Contact:  Laura Cengic

Merrick House Reading Enrichment
First, Third and Fifth Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00
Contact Carol to schedule a time to read.
Contact:  Carol Janas

“My Stuff”
Third Thursdays, 10:00-12:00
December 16, January 20
Contact Kathy to schedule day to volunteer.
Contact:  Kathy Moehring

Parkview HeadStart Reading Program
No reading until further notice
Contact: Sharon Skotko and Sharon Harwat

Portable Crib Team
First and Third Tuesdays, 10:00-12:30
Contact: Sheila Gulick

St. Francis Library
During the 2021- 2022 school year 
Tuesday 9:30-2:00/Wednesday 9:30-2:30
Potential volunteers are asked to contact Lynn.
Contact: Lynn McMahon

St. Rocco Library
During the school year Monday 8:30-12:00
No reading until further notice
Contact: Laura Cengic

Showcase
Shifts available Tuesdays – Saturday
11:00-2:00/ 11:00-4:00/ 12:00-4:00
Contact:  Sharon Hensel or use SignUp Genius 
to sign up to volunteer



This time of year, our mailboxes are filling 
up with requests for charitable donations 
from needy and reputable organizations. So 
why commit your financial support to our 
chapter’s Annual Appeal? After all, you may 
have attended and/or supported the Soiree, 
Red Wagon, Evening-on-the-Lake, or offered 
financial support in other ways.

There are so many good reasons to donate 
to our Annual Appeal. For instance, the 
approximately 900 children who have benefited 
this fall from our new and growing Hygiene 
Program. Imagine being a student who has 
no access to basic hygiene products. This is a 
reality in the Cleveland area and our Hygiene 
Program helps these children.

New mothers with no support are given a 
Layette package from Christ Child with new 
clothing, blankets, bibs, and more for their 
newborns. We provide cribs and beds to 
families, winter coats for young children, and 
school uniforms for students. My Stuff bags are 
given to children removed from unsafe homes 
who often leave a crisis situation without any 
of their own possessions. We give them some 
things they can call their own.

You can help support all these efforts and more 
by filling out and returning the appeal in this 
newsletter or the donation card enclosed in the 
Annual Report that is mailed to all members. 
Take a moment to see if your company has a 
Matching Gift Program.  Make a bequest in 
your will or a donor advised charitable fund.

The Angel Appeal takes place during the 
season of gratitude, celebration, and gift-
giving – Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas 
– and wraps up on January 6, the Feast of 
the Epiphany.  Be an angel. Help us increase 
the number of children we can serve.  We are 
grateful for support at all levels.  Make your 
Angel gift in celebration of the Christ Child’s 
birth, announced by the angel to the shepherds 
with great joy!  Children living in poverty in the 
Great Cleveland area thank you.

ANNUAL ANGEL APPEAL

SERAPHIM - $5,000

CHERUBIM - $3,000

VIRTUES - $2,000

PRINCIPALITIES - $1,000

ARCHANGELS - $500

ANGELS - $250

OTHER  $_____________

C H O I R S  O F  A N G E L S

r My check is enclosed (payable to Christ Child Society of Cleveland)

Name on card_________________________________________________________

Card number __________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________CVV Code _______________________

Signature _____________________________________________________________

r I would like to donate through my Donor Advised Charitable Fund

r I would like to make my gift a monthly recurrence

r I would prefer to remain anonymous

A N G E L  A P P E A L  D O N O R  F O R M
r $5,000
r $3,000

r $2,000
r $1,000

r Other 
r ____________

r $500
r $250 

Please mail to:
Christ Child Society of Cleveland

7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300
Cleveland, Ohio 44102

Dear Members.



A Starlit Blessing
The Christ Child Society of Cleveland’s 2021 Starlight Soirée 
celebrated our 70th annual gala on a gorgeous autumn 
evening at the Cleveland History Center. Our President, 
Mary Herrick, welcomed over 315 attendees, extending 
overwhelming gratitude to our members and supporters.  
She spoke about Christ Child’s mission to assist children 
in need and our collaboration with over 80 social service 
agencies, parishes, and schools.  We were delighted to hon-
or our 2021 Person of the Year, Reverend Walter H. Jenne.  

The Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic, Bishop of Cleve-
land, led us in prayer and drew a round of applause.  A 
spirit of joy enlivened our members, their spouses, family, 
and friends, and the guests of Father Walt as they mingled 
amid the Euclid Beach carousel and historic vehicles.  A 
jazz combo entertained us while an exciting array of raffle 
and auction items lured attendees to bid and raise funds for 
our programs.

A moving video highlighted our programs and those we 
serve.  Mary Herrick and President-Elect Paula Conrad 
presented Father Walt with a beautiful, engraved cut glass 
award.  Mary spoke of his inspiring life and 50 exemplary 
years of humble service to the poor and underserved.  He 
led Catholic Charities, St. Basil the Great parish, St. Cath-
erine’s food pantry, and a Honduran mission, forever dear 
to his heart!  Father Walt was surprised when Honduran 
friends from the villages and orphanage wished him well 
on a congratulatory video.  In accepting the award, he gen-
tly responded, “It’s all about God’s grace and the Holy Spir-
it. Turn and ask the Holy Spirit to work through you.”

Thank you, Starlight Soirée Co-Chairs Paula Conrad and 
Kate Toma, along with the 33 enthusiastic 
committee members who contributed their 
time and talent to link all the pieces and parts 
to make this gala so memorable! Our heartfelt 
gratitude to everyone who came together at 
the Soirée in support of our mission and Per-
son of the Year honoree.  Our deepest thanks 
to our sponsors, fabulous auction and raffle 
item donors, advertisers, and all who helped 
in countless ways.  

Looking up at the clear, starlit night sky on 
our way home, Father Walt’s concluding re-
mark became even more real… “We are bless-
ed, believe me!” The Christ Child blessed us 
through his presence and our witness to each 
other that evening.









THANK YOU FOR 29 YEARS OF SERVICE 
PROVIDING COATS TO CHILDREN

Thank you, Carole Moran, our 2020 
Mary Virginia Merrick Awardee, 
and Jo Anne Nally for a combined 
29 years of service overseeing our 
Coats Program and distributing 
coats to over 40,000 children!  Carole 
engaged organizations to distribute 
coats to needy preschool children in 
Greater Cleveland.  Jo Anne joined 
the Coat Program as a Provisional 
eight years ago. They shopped for 
high quality, sharp looking, value-
priced coats within their program 
budget to serve as many children as 
possible.  Placing their order every 
January ensured a timely delivery 
before fall arrived.  Thanks to the 
Junior Christ Child Service Team 
pilot program from St. Albert the 
Great,  the Winter Coat Program 
received an incredible donation of 
1,000 preschool hats and mittens 
which were given out with the coats.  
Jo Anne said, “This makes all of us 
happy to provide a new coat to a 
child who may otherwise not have one – and with hats and mittens too!  It’s so worth the time and work that goes into this program.  We 
are blessed”.
Starting in November, Winter Coats will continue to be distributed based upon individual requests through organizations until March 
2022.   Please email Jo Anne at:  ChristChildWinterJackets@gmail.com for more information.
Carole and Jo Anne will step down as Co-Chairs in June 2022, to devote more time to their families, but assure us they will continue their 
involvement in the program!

St. Clarence Parishioners and Charity in Action Ministry 
Support Healthy Hygiene Program Pilot

St. Clarence Parish parishioners, Tom and Anita 
Morgan, devote their lives to serving poor and 
vulnerable people in countless ways.  When Anita 
heard the Christ Child Society was beginning 
a Healthy Hygiene Pilot Program in Cleveland 
schools, she wanted to help and engaged her 
parish’s Charity in Action ministry.  Parishioners 
responded with amazing generosity donating 
money and more than a van load of hygiene 
products.  Christ Child is deeply grateful to the 
St. Clarence parishioners for helping hundreds of 
young children in Cleveland schools with basic 
hygiene necessities. 



Thank You to the Junior Christ Child 
Service Team, for 1,000 hats & mittens to 
children in need
The Junior Christ Child Service Team from St. Albert the Great, (a Christ Child pilot 
program), Gianna LoSchiavo and Talen Blogna, wanted to “give back and help needy 
children” for their confirmation service.  Taking a leadership role in their school, the 
students promoted the Christ Child mission to help children living in poverty with warm 
hats and mittens for the winter.  These two amazing students led a school-wide collection 
during September.  Gianna and Talen were all smiles when they presented an incredible 
1,000 preschool hats and mittens to Jo Anne Nally, Winter Coat Co-Chair and Julie 
Jerdonek, Service VP.  We are immensely grateful to Gianna and Talen, Mr. Ed Vittardi, 
Principal of the school, and the entire student body for their generosity, participation, 
and support of these young leaders and Christ Child Society.  Their collection will keep 
1,000 children in Cleveland warm and cozy this winter!

Christ Child SignUpGenius 
Completes a Successful Pilot!

The SignUpGenius Team of Robbie Wolan and Colleen 
Wyszynski with Liz Niehaus, Corresponding Secretary/
Constant Contact Manager, implemented this tool as a pilot to 
recruit volunteers to support Christ Child programs.  During 
the past 6 months, Robbie and Colleen have successfully created 
13 SignUp posts, recruited 236 volunteers in 8 programs with 
positive results.  The programs that participated were:  Showcase 
(monthly), School Uniforms, Layettes, Children’s Beds, Winter 
Coats, Kids’ Books, and both Healthy Hygiene, and Junior Christ 
Child Service Team (Pilot) Programs.  The Executive Committee 
suggests the SignUp Genius be considered a permanent “tool” for 
Program Chairs and members to utilize going forward.  

A very special thank you to Christ Child “SignUpGeniuses”, 
Robbie, Colleen and Liz for developing the SignUp process, 
meeting the challenges and working out the bugs to make 
volunteer recruitment seamless for all of us!  We appreciate their 
outstanding work, diligence, and the behind-the-scenes team 
effort to support Christ Child’s programs and volunteers with this 
new tool!

NOTE!  Here is the SignUpGenius Request Process:

1) Complete a SignUp Request Form 

2) Submit it to ChristChildSignUp@gmail.com - this email 
address is monitored with timely responses!

Parish “Giving Trees” Help 
Support Christ Child Society

Giving Trees are an annual tradition during the Christmas Season 
at parishes throughout Northeast Ohio.   A few years ago, St. Basil 
the Great , the parish of Service Vice President Julie Jerdonek, 
began placing, at Julie’s request, Christ Child Gift Tags on their 
Giving Tree.  Since then, Christ Child gratefully received many 
cash gifts from generous St. Basil parishioners who support our 
mission.  If you wish to suggest Christ Child “Gift Tags” for your 
Parish Giving Tree, here is a gift list that will benefit children we 
serve in our programs:

$150 - Provides a Child a Bed, Pillow, Sheets, and Blanket 

$100 - Provides 2 Newborns with Layettes

$75 - Provides a Newborn a Crib with a sheet 

$50 - Provides a “My Stuff ” Bag– new clothing & 
 activities for children in shelters

$25 – Provides Hygiene Kits for 5 children

National Week of Service
Our chapter participated in the National Christ Child Society’s 
Week of Service in October. Volunteers Ellen Beck, Marsha 
Gleine, Sue Pryor and Pat Seifert created packets of supporting 
materials to go along with the fun Halloween book, Room on the 
Broom, by Julia Donaldson. The books and accompanying pack-
ets were put in Halloween trick-or-treat bags and distributed to 
preschool and kindergarten children in our literacy programs at 
Merrick House, Parkview Headstart, St. Francis School and St. 
Rocco School. 

Fellow volunteer and St. Francis Library chair Lynn McMahon 
delivered the bags to St. Francis Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers 
who gave them to students during their Halloween parties.  The 
teachers were very appreciative of Christ Child’s continued sup-
port of literacy.



Provisional Christmas Party set for December 2
If you have been looking for a member of the Provisional Class of 2021, they have been frequently gathering as a group and working  hard 
on their December 2 Christmas Party for over 60 students at Lady of Peace School. The three, four and five year old students will enjoy 
games, songs, hats, mittens, treats and a visit from Santa.

Chair Kathy Bush reports that 40 staff members will receive a box luncheon courtesy to the generosity of one member of the Provisional 
Class. Additionally, over $1,500 in cash donations have been given and earmarked for the party and our chapter. The spirit of good will 
certainly is evident in this Provisional Class.

Peace, Joy and Love to You and Your Family
A Christmas Prayer of Good Wishes to All Members of the Christ Child Society

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph,
the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the Magi,
and the peace of the Christ Child.

Sincerely, The Officers and Directors of the Christ Child Society of Cleveland 



Please notify the Christ Child office regarding deaths of CCS members or their immediate family members. 
Send Remembrance/Endowment checks to:

Christ Child Society of Cleveland, 
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300, 

Cleveland, Ohio 44102

Remembrance/Endowment Report

Online Remembrance Giving available on our website at christchildsocietycleveland.org

September 7 - November 6, 2021

Donations July 1, 2021 - September 6, 2021 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,554.00

TOTAL FOR FISCAL YEAR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,189.25

The Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist Masses for Christ Child 
members, living and deceased and 

their families are:

Wednesday, 
November 24th at noon

Monday, 
December 27th at noon

Memory
Jim Anker (3)
Plato Anton
Gary Bergen
Robert Botti MD
Joseph Bryan
Rita Ann Buckon (26)
Mary Budde (3)
Tina Cantanese

In Our Thoughts
Jeanette Aftoora, upon the passing of her husband, Patrick
Diane Anker, upon the passing of her son, Jim
Cathy Caruso, upon the passing of her father, Thomas A. Lawler
Betty Fortune, upon the passing of her sister-in-law, Carol Jean Cradall
Donna Gigliotti, upon the passing of her husband, Michael
Mary Mackert, upon the passing of her husband, Mark
Barbara Rupert, upon the passing of her husband, John
Karen Tinley, upon the passing of her sister, Lynne Tinley
The family of Margaret Lynch, sister of Pat Monroe, upon her passing
The family of Joy and Roy Van Keuren upon their passings

Honor
Father Walt Jenne- The Christ Child Society Person of the Year 2021

Sadie A. Casey
Nancy and Anthony DiCicco
Katena “Yena” Dorsey
Jack Fuelleman
Michael Gigliotti
Peggy Hammerschmidt
Angela Iannello (2)
Laura Nelson Kremens

Thomas A. Lawler (9)
Margaret Lynch
Mark L. Mackert (10)
Ernie Martelli
Phyllis Minissale
Karen Neibar
Dolores Pina
Pauline Racco

Richard A. Reddy (2)
Mary Ann Richardson (10)
John Ruper
Rocco Schirripa
Bob Shank
Barbara Soucek Stanek
Roy and Joy Van Keuren (2)

Fr. Ralph’s Reflections
After yet another unique and strange year of a pandemic, it seems there is some light at the end of the tunnel and we look 
forward to that Light being the glow of the coming of the Christ Child at Christmas. While there is still a lot of territory 
to cover and a lot of unknowns yet to face, hope is the wonderful virtue in which we can take comfort, and let the visible 
presence of the Christ Child be the sign of that life-nourishing hope. This is a great opportunity for us to pray for those who 
are not able or refuse for whatever reason to take the precautions that the development of vaccines has made possible for 
us. Of course, we know we live in a less-than-perfect world, a world which often does not provide the absolute answers we 
look for, and at the same time, asks us to be patient with one another even if we disagree. The coming of Christmas brings 
the hope for a new year which provides some answers to the questions we have. And -if not that - will at least help us to 
peacefully resolve our differences and respect one another as children created and loved by the same God who came to us as 
a helpless little baby and chose to make Himself dependent on us.  How great is our God that we celebrate His birth among 
us and who inspires us to care for one another!

With every best wish for a blessed and merry Christmas and for a New Year filled with wonderful blessings, 
Fr. Ralph



Christ Child Society of Cleveland
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300
Cleveland, Ohio 44102

www.christchildsocietycleveland.org
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